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FIRST-QUARTER 1950-51 RESULTS IN HUNGARY'S ECONOMIC HIGH SCHOOLS

Istvan Evellel

The number of students attending the 63 Hungerian economic high schools
during the 1950 - 1951 school year is 16,555, or 7.8 percent more than last
year. Approximetely b4.6 percent are of worker and 20.3 percent of peasant
origin. By 2 December, 1.7 percent of the puplls had discontinued their stud-

les.

The purpose of economic high schools is to give the students specialized
knowledge in the fiel. of economics, in addition to & general educatiou. After
leaving these schools, the students either engage in their special fields or
continue their studies in imstitutions of higher learning. These students
+11l form the middle echelon of administretion as bookkeepers, statisticians,
and planners in naetional enterprises.

At the beginning of the 1950 - 1951 school yeer, the economic high schools
introduced & new curriculum, which can be broken down as follows: Hungarian
1k hours, history 8, political economy 12, geography 0, Russisn 1k, mathematics
17, chemistry 6 , technology and merchanglsing L4, bookkeeping 18, factory plan-
ning 4, law b, stenography 5, typewriting 4, and health education 8 hours. ;

The advantages of the new curriculum are: 1

1. The burden on the students is lighter because of the reduction in the
weekly hours from 34 to 31-32.

2. The number of subjects is smaller.
3. ;I‘he proportion of specielties to humanities is raised. i

4. fThe most important subjects during the L.year period are bookkeeping
th 18 hours, mathematics with 17 hours, end political economy with 12 hours.
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S. The material of certain subjects is incorporated into others.
6. All types of bookkeeping are taught as one subject.

The curriculum mekes an attempt to avoid unnecessary repetition and to i
present the material to the student &s a logical vhole.

The students learn the elements of socialist bookkeeping, machine book-
keeping, and advenced bookkeeping. They learn how to prepare and analyze ’
balance sheets. During the past few years, students have been introduced to
statistics, an important tool of the plenned economy. Students learn how to
make plans for an enterprise; how to determine the machine and manpovwer re-
quirements of a plant; how to reconcile these requirements with production
tasks; how to determine the rate of production; and hov to break down plans
for shops and work benches. They also learn the planning of technical devel-
opment, investment, and the reduction of production costs.

In the study of political economy, the students familiarize themselves
with the laws of capitalist and socialist socletles  and the laws of develop~
ment. It is impossible to understand the development of society without this
knowledge.

The following grader, obtained in classes I-IV for the first quarter of
the schoo) year, under the new curriculum, show how students of worker and
peasant stock compared scholastically:

Students Students

All of Worker of Pearant
Grade Students (%) Origin (%) Origin (%)
5 [sic] excellent 0.5 0.5 0.3
S very good 2.1 1.9 1.6
L good 15.3 k.0 15.8 1
3 m¢itocre 33.7 3k.7 32.6 %
2 satisfactory 31.9 33.2 32.3 i
1 unsatisfactory 16.5 15.7 17.4

Average for all subjects:

Class T 2.5
Class II 2.4
Class III 2.6
Class IV 2.7
Class I-IV 2.5

Tt is obvious that the standard of scholership is poor. Among secondary
schools, the economic high school is one of the poorest in this respect. There
are very few excellent and very good studerts; most are mediocre and satlsfac-
tory. The number of failures is very high; 16.5 percent, or every sixth student,
fo4led. Students of worker origin have fewer failures than the average. The
high number of mediocre students, 33.7 percent, is noteworthy. Class II seems
to show the poorest scholarship, attitude, and discipline.
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The results are so poor as compared to last Yyear that some attention must
be pald to this matter. There are many indications that the lack of discipline
has assumed large proportions. Students - ~- to class unprepared and show.dis-
respect for the instructors. Often they crcute the impression that they are do- .
ing the instructor a -fevor by attending class. Many instructors accept and tol-
erate this attitude.

The standerd of scholarship and discipline speaks for the entire teaching
staff. Passlve teachers are on the side of the enemy. Every measure must be
taken to strengthen school discipline.

Serious deficiencies are apparent in the ‘grading of students' work., There
is lack of uniformity in grading. This results in unjustified severity or lax-
ity.

The party has pointed the way toward the elimination of the ma jor defici-
encies in the field of specialized education. Favorable conditions exist for
the satisfactory functioning of this type of gecondary schools, but the full co-
operation of both teachers and students :s required. All signs of hostility

must be extirpated. The sons of the werking classes must become well-tralmed
speclalists.
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